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A Letter from the Board President and Executive Director

Our name, the Baton Rouge Speech and Hearing Foundation (BRSHF), just doesn’t 
tell the whole story these days.  As community needs have changed during our 48 
years of services, we’ve responded.  We know that successful communication does 
not happen by accident and the path to full communication for each individual is 
unique.  We consider the needs of the whole client when we begin a relationship 
here at the Foundation and collaborate across disciplines to meet those needs.  
Through diagnosis, treatment, education and research, we are changing lives and 
making wishes come true - one client, one family at a time.

2008 has been a year of great strides for the BRSHF.  In the past year, we have 
strengthened our development efforts to address today’s non-profi t environment 
and to ensure the long-term sustainability of our organization.  Our audiology 
department received special recognition this year when the BRSHF was selected as 
a 2008 Best of Baton Rouge Awards recipient in the hearing aids category by the 
U.S. Local Business Association.  We also offered a camp this summer for children 
with hearing disabilities called HEAR We Are.  Our fi rst summer camp season was a 
great success!

Our services to our clients and their families continue to focus on the diagnosis 
and intensive treatment of disabilities that affect one’s ability to communicate, but 
as the needs in our community have grown, so has our service reach to also include 
developmental health – especially for children with issues affecting their ability to 
relate effectively with their family and the environment such as those affected by 
Autism Spectrum Disorders. 

Also a fi rst in 2008 – this annual report!  As we approach 50 years of service in 
the Baton Rouge community, many things have led to these many successful years 
of helping children and adults achieve their full communication potential, but one 
thing remains certain - we couldn’t have done it without our generous supporters, 
our Friends of the Foundation.  We hope that you fi nd this report useful and 
informative.  Please let us know what you think – your ideas and thoughts about 
this inaugural edition will help us improve our future communications to you.

Such efforts and accomplishments prove beyond a doubt that 2008 has been a 
defi ning year for BRSHF in continuing to provide quality services to our community 
despite funding challenges.  Gifts to the Foundation received in the coming year 
and during this year’s upcoming annual campaign will allow us to continue to offer 
and develop programs that meet the ever changing needs of the Baton Rouge 
community.  

We are excited about those things that lie ahead for us in 2009!

Our Wish. . . .Our Wish. . . .

Melissa deGeneres
Board President

Melissa Juneau
Executive Director



... To Continue Our Char. . . To Continue Our Charitable Mission

Through the generous fi nancial and in-kind support of our Friends of the 
Foundation you allow us to fulfi ll the wish that remains so important to what we 
do here at the Foundation – to continue our charitable mission by assuring 
program accessibility to every client, to every family who is in need of our help, 
regardless of their ability to pay for services.   Our sincere thanks to the following 
people and organizations that help make our work possible:
A. K. and Francis McInnis   
    Memorial Foundation
Albemarle Foundation
Alltel Corporation
William & Melissa Allen
American Gateway Bank
Chris & Gloria Andrews
George F. Ballard, Jr.
Nancy J. Barber
Don & Dianne Barksdale
John W. Barton
John H. Bateman
Baton Rouge Area   
   Foundation
Baton Rouge General Health 
    System
Barbara K. Beckmann
Leslie Berg
Alan & Marjorie Blackwood
Carol Anne & Sid Blitzer
Blue Cross Blue Shield of LA
David Bondy - LUBA 
    Worker’s Comp
Randy & Carol Bonnecaze
Pam Bordelon
Heidi Bourg
Cheryl L. Braud
Cynthia Bridges
Michael & Louise Bruce
Buquet & LeBlanc, Inc.
Joseph H. Campbell, Jr.
E. H. Cantwell
Capital Area United Way
Capital One 
Carlton L. Carpenter
Michael & Carolyn Cavanaugh
Daniel & Christina Cedotal, Jr.
Children’s Miracle Network,  
    Our Lady of the Lake 
Foundation
Ned & Laura Clark
Coastal Ready Mix
Dudley & Beverly Coates
J. W. “Bill” Cocreham
Richard L. Conkling
Vicki M. Crochet
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Dabkowski
John L. Dardenne
DATdesigns

Allen & Kristi David
Lester Warren Davis
Wayne & Marilyn Davis
Patricia Day
John & Colette Dean
Taylor & Melissa deGeneres
Delta Zeta Sorority
Michael S. DePaul
Randall & Marsha Domingue
Mary Frey Eaton
Donna Embree
H. Wallace Eversberg
ExxonMobil Foundation
Robert S. Felton
Jerry Fisher
Frank F. and Judith Foil
Jeff & Joany Foil
Doug & Karen Garland
Neel & Frances Garland
Garrison Advertising
Gerald Garrison
Walda E. Gibbs
Lisa Girouard
June S. Gonce
Stewart T. Gordon
Gary S. Graham
Leslie & Alice Grand
Jarvis Green
Marjorie Ann Green
Robert & Alice Greer
Nora E. Grigsby
Gully, Phelps and McKey
Gulf Coast Gravel
Richard & Holley Haymaker
Cordell Haymon
Here Today Gone Tomorrow
Jeanette & J.B. Hipple
Jay & Charlotte Hollman
Huey and Angelina Wilson 
    Foundation
Irene W. and C.B. Pennington 
    Foundation
Billy Jeansonne
Mary Terrell & Cheney Joseph
Matthew & Melissa Juneau
Junior League of BR
Lee C. Kantrow
Michael & Karen Khonsari
Alice S. Kronenberger

The Kullman Firm
Lagniappe Womens Club
Lamar Advertising
Norm & Katherine Landry
Lee Michael’s Fine Jewelry
Barbara Lee
Manda Packing Company
Marcello’s Wine Market
Jim Mayer
Jake Mayo
Michael W. McKay
Sancy H. McCool
V. Lynn & Frances McCord
Mary & Charles McCowan
McGlinchey Stafford PLLC
Terry & Ann Miller
Million Dollar Round Table 
    Foundation
Milton Womack Foundation
Claryce Minor
Hillar C. Moore, III
Joann Monjure
Catherine F. Morgan
Melissa M. Mulkey
Richard E. Munson
Clifton & Mary Murphy
Breaux & Holland Nader
Samuel J. & Ann Nader
Beau Olinde
J.B. Olinde
Thomas & Cheryl Olinde
Olinde Funiture
Dana Ortego
Toni & Edie Parnell
John Pastorek
Pennington Foundation
Peoples Health Network
Jean Paul & Wanda Perrault
Elizabeth B. Phillips
Pinnacle Gaming
Raymond “Skipper” Post
Quota International of BR
Mike & Mary Kendall Rago
Joe & Suzanne Rainer
Bob & Sue Ranier
James & Vinetta Rector
Red Dog Communications
Larry & Franceen Reeher
Reilly Family Foundation

Cindy Rice
Carol R. Ridenour
Michael & Jeannette Rolfsen
Mike & Ayan Rubin
Adelaide M. Russo
Julie Sandifer
Sans Souci Club
Mary J. Schwartzbert
Sertoma Club of BR, Inc.
Seven Oaks Capital 
    Associates, LLC
SIF Consultants of Louisiana
Joseph G. Simmons
Dennis & Stephanie 
    Simoneaux
Frank Simoneaux
R. P. & Jill Slicker
Constance Smith
Eual V. Smith
Sprial Metals Corp.
Steve & Martha Strohschein
Robert M. Stuart
Dr. & Mrs. R. Brent Tauton
Taylor, Porter, Brooks & 
    Phillips, LLP
Frank & Laurie Thigpen
Elizabeth Treppendahl
Joy Tsai
Burt S. Turner
John Turner
Unique Cuisine
Unitarian Church of Baton 
    Rouge
United Way of New Orleans
United Way of St. Charles
Luc & JoAnn Van Muylem
Dr. Roberta Carona Vicari
Wachovia 
David & Virginia Walker
Roslyn Walker
Stephen & Colleen 
Waguespack
Wal-Mart Neighborhood 
    Market
Milton J. Womack Foundation 
    – Steve Carville & Milton 
    Womack
Wright & Percy Insurance

THANK YOU! 2007 – 2008 Friends of the Foundation

Is your name missing or listed incorrectly?
Is your name missing or listed incorrectly?  If you think your name should have been 
included in this report and it is not, then we probably made a mistake.  We are sorry 
if this is the case.  Although we take great care in compiling our list of donors, there 
is always the chance that an error will occur.  If we have accidentally omitted or 
misspelled your name, please contact  us and let us know at 225-343-4232.



g Wishes Come True. . . .
Our therapists provide speech and language, audiology, special education, and ABA/
group therapy program services – all with the goal of helping children and adults 
achieve their full communication potential.   Jack, Carla, Sarah and Christopher are 
but a few examples of the wishes come true at the BRSHF.

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
Speech and language services at the 
BRSHF are provided by Master’s level 
therapists with Certifi cates in Clinical 
Competency.  Speech and language 
services provided include:

Speech/language evaluations• 
Individual language therapy• 
Speech therapy for children with hearing loss• 
Group language therapy for preschool children diagnosed with autism, • 
developmental delay, and other factors impacting communication development

AUDIOLOGY
Audiology services at BRSHF are provided by 
practitioners with Masters degrees in Audiology, 
who are licensed by the State of Louisiana and who 
have earned a Certifi cate of Clinical Competency.  
Audiology services include:

Testing and evaluation• 
Fitting of hearing aids and assistive listening devices• 
Specialized services and hearing protection and related products• 

The BRSHF has been instrumental in the success of my children, 
especially my older son, Jack.  At the age of 2, he was diagnosed with a 
severe language delay.  Consistent perseverance by the speech therapists 
and a group language setting were pivotal to the development of his 
communication.   He was able to learn a new communication skill and 
instantly apply it with his peers.  We are not without our challenges, but 
Jack is currently in a “mainstream” school and doing well in the 2nd grade. 

 ~ Joany, Jack’s Mom

By the fi rst grade, roughly 5% of children 
have noticeable speech disorders; the 
majority have no known cause.

Approximately 28 million 
Americans have a hearing 
impairment.

Carla has blossomed with the help of BRSHF.  When she was 
2 years old, she was diagnosed with hearing loss and over the 
years has received amplifi cation and therapy at BRSHF which 
have enabled her to enter main stream kindergarten with age 
appropriate skills.  This would not have been possible without the 
BRSHF staff providing education, therapy and genuine care to 
Carla and her family

 ~ Heidi, BRSFH Audiologist

Making Wishes Come True. . . .



... It’s What We Do Here

EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES
Early intervention services at BRSHF are provided 
by a Louisiana certifi ed educational diagnostician.  
Services include:

Comprehensive developmental assessments• 
Special instruction and outreach services provided by Early Steps• 
Early Steps Educational Diagnostic Services• 

ABA/GROUP THERAPY PROGRAM
This preschool program for children affected 
by Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
combines speech and language therapy 
with Applied Behavioral Analysis principles 
– Discreet Trial Therapy.   This program at 
BRSHF is currently the only program of its 
kind in our area.

Sarah began at BRSHF and it was such a bright spot in her journey of 
learning to speak.  BRSHF combined fun, love and learning in a beautifully 
unique environment that serves so many different kinds of kids.  We have now 
moved to a different state but realize again how BRSHF prepared us all in 
Sarah’s early years – from songs taught that we still sing with her, to resources 
supplied by her teacher, to the fi rst steps of speech which were taken in her 
class there.  As we continue this journey of communication with Sarah, we 
remain deeply thankful for our season spent at BRSHF and the teachers who 
make it all happen.  Overall, simply thanks for loving Sarah.   

~ Kathryn, Sarah’s Mom

Learning disabilities are 52% 
of all disabilities classifi ed 
under special education. 

More children will be diagnosed 
with Autism this year than with 
AIDS, diabetes and cancer combined.  
Today, there is no medical cure or 
detection for Autism.  

We moved to the Baton Rouge community a year ago and were fortunate to fi nd 
the BRSHF for our son, Christopher.  We now have the peace of mind knowing 
Christopher is gaining critical skills while at the same time being in a caring and 
nurturing environment.  As Christopher’s mom, I can’t express how much it means 
to me to have him run out of the class room with a big smile on his face each day.  
Christopher has been a blessing to our family and the BRSHF has been one as well.  

~ Colleen, Christopher’s Mom

. . . It’s What We Do Here



Since our foundation in 1960, the BRSHF has provided services to thousands of 
children and adults living in the Baton Rouge and surrounding areas with speech, 
language, learning disabilities and hearing impairments.  

Our clientele are predominantly male and over half are two to ten years of age as 
demonstrated in the following charts.

Services

960 clients received services last year including:
Audiology  – 514 clients• 
Speech and Language – 276 clients • 
Early Intervention – 152 clients• 
Preschool Program for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders - 18 clients• 

63%

37%

male

female

Who We Serve

64%

11%

3%

8%

7%

7%

2-10 years

65+ years

11-20 years

31-51 years

51-64 years

21-30 years



Financial Summary

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures
For the year ending December 31, 2007

Revenue
Program Service Fees $399,604
Contributions and Fundraising $59,483
Investments $18,521
Grants $135,400
United Way $254,105
Other $20,035
Total Revenue $887,148

Expenses
Personnel $528,004
Occupancy $62,402
Supplies $69,755
Other $159,694
Total Expenses $819,855

Statement of Financial Position
For the year ending December 31, 2007

Assets
Current Assets $279,641
Investments $345,665
Property and Equipment $120,342
Total Assets $745,648

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities $30,287
Net Assets $715,361
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $745,648



Board of Directors
Melissa deGeneres, President
Barbara Beckmann, Vice President
Cindy Rice, Treasurer
Marsha Domingue, Secretary

Directors
Leslie Berg
Cynthia Bridges
Vicki Crochet
Allen David
Michael S. DePaul
Joany Foil
Gerald Garrison
Mary Terrell Joseph
Jake Mayo
Melissa M. Mulkey
Cheryl Olinde
Dana Oatley Brown
Jean Paul Perrault
Franceen T. Reeher
Colleen Waguespack

Team Members
Melissa Juneau, Executive Director
Ann Nader, Preschool Program 
    Coordinator
Kristen Abbondante
Natalee Allen
Lynda Ballard
Heidi Bourg
Tanya Bourgoyne
Sarah Brunet
Joslyn Cynkus
Tricia Henderson
Bonita Malbrew
Amanda LeBlanc
Lisa Sloan-Limmer
Margaret Sprunger
Michelle Tassin
Laurie Thigpen

535 West Roosevelt 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
225.343.4232
www.brshf.org

Our Wish Is To Continue Our Charitable Mission


